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Synchronization in Windows 

 

Viewing Global Queued Spin-locks  

You can view the state of the global queued spin-locks (the ones pointed to by the queued 

spin-lock array in each processor’s PCR) by using the !qlock kernel debugger command. This 

command is meaningful only on a multiprocessor system because uni-processor HALs don’t 

implement spin-locks.  

In the following example, taken from a Windows 7 system, no queued spin-locks are 

acquired. 

 

 

Looking at Waiting Threads 

Use the pstat command, you can see waiting threads in detail. From the state column, you 

can see what one thread is waiting. 

 



 
 

 


