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Introduction

To speed production, OEMs can boot destination computers with the Windows Preinstallation Environment (WinPE) by using Remote Installation Services (RIS) servers. RIS is an optional component of Windows 2000 Server and Windows .NET Server operating systems. By booting WinPE remotely, the destination computers do not have to be manually booted.

This method is only available for the 32-bit version of WinPE. The 64-bit version of WinPE does not support this method.

Using WinPE over any other Preboot eXecution Environment (PXE) server or network boot medium is untested. RIS is the supported method of launching WinPE over the network.

Prerequisites

The following items are required:

· A Windows XP product CD and a WinPE CD of the same build number.

· A properly configured Windows 2000 (SP2) or Windows .NET RIS server.

· Your destination computers must have a PXE-enabled network interface card (NIC), or have a NIC that is supported by the RIS boot disk.

Windows 2000 RIS Server 

To install on a Windows 2000 RIS server, deploy the hotfix referenced in KB article Q287546. Contact your technical account manager (TAM) or Product Support Services (PSS) to obtain this hotfix.

To fully automate the installation on a Windows 2000 RIS server, use Startrom.n12 and Oschoice.exe from Windows .NET Server. Add the tag <META ACTION=AUTOENTER> at the beginning of Startrom.n12 to simulate the pressing of the ENTER key on the client running the Installation Wizard. 

Creating a RIS image and booting from it

1. On the RIS server, open a command prompt and run RISetup.exe –add. 

2. When prompted for a source, point RISetup to your Windows XP product CD. 

3. Browse to the location where RISetup installed the image. 
For example, \\Server_name\Share_name\REMINST\Setup\Language\Images.

4. Open the I386 folder in the folder of the image you just created.

5. Browse to the CD or network share containing your WinPE files, and open its I386 folder.

6. Copy the contents of the WinPE I386 folder into the Remote Install I386 folder you just opened, overwriting all files if prompted.

7. Open the Templates folder in the I386 folder you just copied WinPE into.

8. Open the RIStndrd.sif file in a text editor, and on the line that starts with OSLoadOptions, add the switch /minint.

9. Start a RIS client, and select the operating system image you created in Step 1. WinPE starts.
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