TruncMEA


If you have questions about this document, please e-mail ICAPSUP.


What is TruncMEA?


TruncMEA is a utility developed by IceCAP support team to truncate unused records from IceCAP MEA files.


Background


ICAP.DLL can sometimes fail to close the .MEA file properly. This leaves a large (usually 32M) file on the user’s machine. If REPORT.EXE is run on such file, user gets the following warning message:


ReadRecords unknown record type 0; skipping remaining records.  





This can happen if an application is terminated externally, or if application calls TerminateProcess or TerminateThread to exit. ICAP.DLL closes (and truncates) the .MEA file only when it receives a DLL_PROCESS_DETACH notification. A telltale sign that this has occurred is if the MEA file is exactly 33,554,432 bytes long (or MaxMeaSize setting in ICAP.INI), since ICAP.DLL creates a memory mapped file of that size at the beginning.





Although the reports generated from such MEA files are generally correct the “Total number of pages” value is reported as 0. Thus percentage calculations for pages are also reported as 0. 





TruncMEA provides a work-around to this problem by truncating unused records from end of a MEA file and thereby providing following benefits:


The ReadRecords warning message is eliminated.


The percentage for pages are reported correctly.


Unnecessary disk space is freed.


Using TruncMEA


TruncMEA is a Win32 command line application running on both Windows 95 and NT.





The format for using this program is:


	TRUNCMEA [PATH]FileName[Extension]





Where: 


	Parameters in [] are optional.


	Path, if not specified is assumed to be the current directory.


	Filename must be specified.


	Extension, if not specified, is assumed to be .MEA.





TruncMEA will scan for unused records at the end of MEA file and truncate the unused records from the file.





After truncating the MEA file, TruncMEA reports a status consisting of following information:  MEA file name, size of original file, size of file after truncation, and amount of disk space freed.





If the MEA file is already truncated or has no unused records, TruncMEA leaves the file unchanged. 





A good way to use TruncMEA is to place it in a CMD or BAT file to run it just before REPORT.EXE.
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